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KIS Student’s 
NGO Responds 
to the Unspoken
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Education’s 
Moonshot: 
Doubling 
Student 
Achievement 

What started as Saloni’s IB Middle Years Programme Personal Project is now the Aboli Foundation, a full-fledged NGO 
created to support young students in India. Her first outreach was to children at Temki Paada school in Mahim (photo: KIS ).

By Laurie Colyer

Saloni More, a Grade 12 student 
who has been at KIS International 
School in Bangkok since Kin-
dergarten, established the Aboli 
Foundation as her IB Middle Years 
Programme Personal Project in 
Grade 10. 

Together with her sister Saniya, 
a KIS alumna, Saloni has now fur-
ther developed the charity, which 
was recently granted NGO sta-
tus. The Aboli Foundation, whose 
name refers both to a flower and 
to the term “unspoken,” helps 
vulnerable children to access 
healthcare, dental care, nutritious 
meals, and educational resources 
through schools in India. 
... continued on p. 3

AASSA Empasizes Partnerships
and Transformative Learning 

By Kristen MacConnell

Preparing to host this year’s As-
sociation of American Schools in 
South America (AASSA) Educator’s 
Conference, the Nido de Aguilas 
Theme Team imagined a wide va-
riety of partnerships that could be 
showcased to highlight transfor-
mational learning. Strands includ-
ed: Women in Leadership, Child 
Protection, Project-Based Learning, 
Design Thinking, Inclusion, Global 
Mindedness, Adult Collaboration, 
Deeper Learning, and Sustainability. 

The Association of American Schools in South America (AASSA) 
held its 2019 Educators’ Conference at the 
International School Nido de Aguilas in Santiago, Chile 

Partnership models included 
co-teaching in classrooms, teach-
ing partnerships between class-
room teachers and support teach-
ers, and partnerships among 
school leadership and teachers, to 
name a few examples. 

Little did we know, one of the 
most powerful partnerships that 
yielded transformational learning 
at this conference happened right 
under our noses.

Nido’s conference organiza-
tional team partnered with 20 high 
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AASSA conference organizers at Nido de Aguilas partnered with 20 high school 
student ambassadors in preparation for this year’s event (photo: C. Kupersmith).

By Andrei Ghicu

At Concordia International 
School Shanghai, we aim to pro-
vide the best education for our 
students in order to prepare them 
to respond to 21st-century realities 
through an internationally minded 
approach. This is a philosophy that 
we seek to implement in every 
subject and activity we teach.

In the winter of 2018–19, the 
physical education (PE) program 
began offering parkour for stu-
dents up to Grade 4. If you’re not 
familiar with this activity, it in-
volves moving rapidly through an 

Fostering Creative Movement 
and Critical Thinking Through 
Parkour at Concordia

Parkour is an activity that involves moving rapidly through an area, negotiating 
obstacles by running, jumping, and climbing (photo: Concordia).

area and swiftly negotiating ob-
stacles by running, jumping, and 
climbing.

Almost immediately, our stu-
dents embraced this new physical 
activity and challenged themselves 
to learn new ways to use specific 
skills while making split-second 
decisions. As a result, our students 
have grown to think more critically 
while having fun and taking very 
personalized risks. We observed 
that after just six weeks devoted to 
exploring parkour daily, students 
can perform stunning moves on 
the equipment by going under, 

By Sonny Magana

In 1961, President John F. Ken-
nedy proclaimed that America 
would go to the moon. Such a 
wildly audacious statement was 
so far outside the boundaries of 
human experience that many con-
sidered it impossible. It was too 
bold. It was too quixotic. But it was 
also genius. President Kennedy 
said, “We will go to the moon; we 
will go to the moon, and do other 
things, not because it is easy, but 
because it is hard.” 

President Kennedy’s Moonshot 
speech galvanized our nation. It 
lifted us above our petty differ-
ences and invited us to place our 
focus on transcendent pursuits. 
It also inspired a new generation 
of Moonshot thinkers—scientists, 
technologists, engineers, math-
ematicians, artists, writers, and 
teachers who endeavored to at-
tain new heights. 

Eight years later, a mesmerized 
nation watched American Astro-
naut Neil Armstrong descend 
from NASA’s lunar module onto 
the moon’s dusty grey surface, 
making one giant leap for man-
kind, alone, as he seemed, in the 
cold, dark vacuum of space.

A wide-eyed eight-year-old 
with a penchant for getting into 
trouble, I sat glued in front of 
my family’s black-and-white tele-
vision set as that historic scene 
unfolded. It filled me with an in-
describable sense of wonder and 
awe. I had always wanted to be a 
scientist, but now I also wanted to 
be a fearless explorer. 

In 1984, I became a public-
school AP Biology teacher with 
a passion to both inspire my stu-
dents and to contribute some-
thing of enduring value to the ed-
ucation profession. That was also 
the year I began researching the 
impact of educational technology 
on student achievement.

Brave New World
Now, nearly 20 years into the 

21st century, it is beyond argu-
ment that we live in a world where 
agile adaptation to rapid change 
must be considered one of the 
new indicators of success in life 
and work. We have evolved from 
a world where “The Oregon Trail” 
was considered cutting-edge, to a 
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Education’s 
Moonshot

VUCA world where Volatility, Un-
certainty, Complexity, and Ambi-
guity are the new norms. But have 
our educational methods kept 
pace with these new 21st-century 
indicators of success? 

Over the past 35 years, I’ve pub-
lished numerous research studies, 
scholarly articles, and books on the 
subject of disruptive innovation in 
education. All of my investigations 
have been focused on the singular 
purpose of helping students and 
teachers harness the potential of 
educational technologies to real-
ize transcendent learning. By tran-
scendent learning, I mean going 
well beyond the expectations and 
limitations that bind us to the “Tell 
and Practice” model of instruction. 
In that industrial-age model, teach-
ers tell students what to memorize 
while students practice memoriz-
ing and retrieving that knowledge 
for formative and summative as-
sessments.

The result of having students 
dutifully memorize old knowl-
edge has been a dangerous status 
quo of minimum proficiency and 
mechanistic compliance to surface 
learning. Another more insidious 
consequence of the Tell and Prac-
tice model of instruction is a form 
of dependence: students depend 
upon their teachers to tell them 
what to learn, how to learn, and 
how well they are learning. This 
is the antithesis of building agility 
and adaptability for a VUCA world. 
Now, more than ever, we need an 
Educational Moonshot—a peda-
gogical breakthrough so extraor-
dinary that student learning and 
achievement are exponentially 
boosted in such a way that assures 
our students are fully prepared for 
the VUCA future.

Research Matters
Education research matters. The 

reason it matters, particularly in 
the digital age, is that education 
systems are awash in evidence-
free claims, promises, and outright 
fabrications. This begs the ques-
tion: Have our investments in edu-
cational technologies resulted in 
sufficient returns on investment? 
The preponderance of research 
evidence shows us the answer is 
a resounding “no.” In his most re-
cent meta-analysis, renowned ed-
ucation researcher John Hattie cal-
culated that the average effect size 
educational technologies have on 
student achievement is a dismal 
.34, well below the average impact 
of .40 (Hattie, in Magana 2017). The 
evidence indicates that we have 
developed learning systems that 
are digitally rich but impact-poor. 

However, there is cause for re-
newed optimism. In my recent 
book, Disruptive Classroom Tech-

nologies, I’ve synthesized four de-
cades of research into a highly reli-
able pathway for doubling student 
academic achievement, which I 
call the “T3 Framework for Inno-
vation.” The T3 Framework incre-
ments the impact of digital tools 
into three domains: 

T1) Translational
T2) Transformational
T3) Transcendent

The T3 Framework is 
a brilliant breakthrough 
in our understanding 
and use of technology 
for learning. For those 
of us working on the 
frontier of deep learn-
ing, Disruptive Class-
room Technologies and 
the T3 Framework are a 
much-needed gift. 

—Michael Fullan 
Professor Emeritus OISE

University of Toronto

“

“

The strategies in the T3 Frame-
work have an effect size of ES=1.6, 
which is equivalent to quadru-
pling student achievement. It is 
not only possible, but highly prob-
able that implementing the pre-
cise sequence of T3 strategies with 
fidelity in our classrooms will lead 
to a doubling of student academic 
achievement. That, my friends, is 
an Educational Moonshot.

After a rigorous global peer-
review process, the T3 Framework 
for Innovation was recently in-
ducted into Oxford University’s 
Research Encyclopedia for Edu-
cation. To have my findings pub-
lished by what is arguably the 
pinnacle of education research is 
a high honor that is deeply hum-
bling and gratifying. It is a testa-
ment to the gifts of knowledge I’ve 
gained from my students and from 
my teachers. 

It is also a testament to the pow-
er of imagination. You see, the ep-
idemic of low-impact technology 
use is a wicked problem that mat-
ters to me. I’ve discovered a solu-
tion to this wicked problem after 
failing better for 35 years, and it all 
began with imagining a world in 
which student achievement was 
doubled. 

We will double student 
achievement; we will double stu-
dent achievement and do other 
things, not because it is easy, but 
because it is hard. That’s what 
makes it great. l

Sonny Magana is an award-win-
ning teacher, best-selling author, 
and pioneering educational tech-
nology researcher.

www.maganaeducation.com

KIS recently interviewed Saloni.

KIS: Tell me a little bit about 
yourself.

Saloni: My name is Saloni. I’m 
currently in Grade 12 and I’ve 
been at KIS since Kindergarten. 
You’ll most likely see me hanging 
out in the library, because it’s my 
favorite place at KIS.

KIS: Tell me about the Aboli 
Foundation. How did it get started?

Saloni: My mother comes from 
a small village in India located 
100 km north of Mumbai called 
Mahim. My family and I go there 
every year to visit my extended 
family. It’s a beautiful place with 
rice fields and farmland, and I usu-
ally spend most of my days riding 
around on my bicycle. I had taken 
notice of a government-run school 
called Temki Paada and always felt 
horrible that the students there 
didn’t have access to the same re-
sources or opportunities as I had. 
But I never got around to really do-
ing anything because I kept mak-
ing excuses for myself. 

Then, in Grade 10, I realized I 
could make some sort of differ-
ence to that school as part of my 
Personal Project. And so Aboli 
Foundation was born. My sis-
ter, Saniya (CO’15), and I are the 
co-founders. Since then, we’ve 
reached out to two more schools 
in the area.

KIS: I understand that you just 
made a trip there? Can you let me 
know how that went?

Saloni: We organized a health 
camp and a science camp for three 
schools with around 100 students 
in total. For the health camp, we 
had the support of two pediatri-
cians and one dentist. The biggest 
health concern for the students is 
malnutrition. The students’ families 
come from lower socioeconomic 
backgrounds. Their parents work 
as farmers and laborers, and so, 
they often don’t have enough to eat 

... continued from p. 1

Student NGO at home, especially because some 
have rather large families. Several 
of the students also needed urgent 
dental care. The dentist (who is 
also my aunt) agreed to give them 
treatment at a discounted price. So 
Aboli Foundation sponsored the 
students’ dental treatments. 

For more about the health camp, 
you can take a look at our website. 
As for the science camp, one of 
my mother’s best friends is a pro-
fessor of physics at a college (for 
Grades 11 and 12) in Borivali. She 
came in and did several experi-
ments with the students in Grades 
3 and 4 from the three schools.

KIS: How have you managed to 
balance your schoolwork with the 
extra responsibility of running a 
charity?

Saloni: It can get frustrating. IB 
is a tough curriculum and some-
times all I want to do is curl up with 
a book and forget the rest of the 
world exists, because inequality is 
such an unfair reality. The thought 
that keeps me going is, if I don’t 
do something about this inequal-
ity, then who will? I think it’s im-
portant to understand that you’re 
never alone. There are always like-
minded people around you. With 
that being said, I’ve learned to not 
do everything on my own and to 
delegate work to the other volun-
teers of the organization.

KIS: How has KIS supported you?
Saloni: The most important way 

that KIS has supported me is by 
showing me that I do have the abil-
ity to make a difference. A lot of stu-
dents dread Service and CAS, but I 
think they’re both crucial in show-
ing us that we can mold the future. 

The KIS community has also 
supported me in other ways. Two 
years ago, when I organized a drive 
for books and toys, I received an 
overwhelming amount of dona-
tions. Currently, my mother runs a 
Yoga class for parents who donate 
money to the organization. For all 
of this, I’m extremely grateful.

KIS: Do you have any advice 
for anyone who would like to do 
something similar?

Saloni: My first piece of advice 
is to just go for it. Don’t second 
guess yourself. The first step is 
always the hardest, but when you 
take it, the rest of the road be-
comes clearer. I also think it’s very 
important to find a team of family 
or friends who you work well with. 
I’ve found that when you work in a 
team, you can achieve a lot more. 
Organization plays a huge part as 
well. For the health camp, the vol-
unteers and I started planning way 
back in August and we still had 
some complications!

KIS: If anyone would like to help 
the Aboli Foundation, what would 
be the best way to offer support?

Saloni: The best way to offer 
support is to donate money. Aboli 
Foundation has just recently be-
come a registered NGO in India, 
so we’re currently working to 
open a bank account. 

If you would like to donate any 
sum, large or small, feel free to 
contact me at stsaloni@edu.kis.
ac.th or at ngoaboli@gmail.com.

My family will also be moving 
to India permanently in July. We’re 
considering inviting students and 
volunteers from around the world 
to visit Mahim during December 
to help with the health camp. If 
you’re interested in joining, please 
let me know. l

To support the NGO please 
contact: ngoaboli@gmail.com

www.abolifoundation.org


